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The report of the court ordered on board the cruiser was
the first official information of the extent and enormity of the
assault upon the men of the Baltimore on October Kith. The
testimony given by the men examined, who were in different
parts of the town widely separated at the time of the assault,
strongly implied premeditation. The fact that the Criminal
Court Judge, Foster Eecarraban, had tried the cases of men
arrested as early as October 22d and discharged them as indi-
vidually guiltless sustains the conclusion of their innocence in
originating the assault. The return by the Intendente this same
day of several penknives and the money taken from the men
when arrested refutes the charges absolutely that the men were
armed. The attempt to create the impression that the Balti-
more's men were drunk and that the row was a drunken brawl
of American sailors was malicious and untrue. The Sisters of
Charity at the General Hospital, to which the wounded men had
been carried, declared without reservation that these men were
sober when they reached that institution. The testimony of
foreigners who had witnessed the assault corroborated the Sis-
ters of Charity as to the sobriety of the men. If this had not
been so, it is difficult to believe that the police authorities would
have failed to make more arrests; or, if the men were drunk, it
is equally difficult to understand why they ought not to have
been objects of more solicitude to the police. Surely their con-
dition, even if drunk, could not have justified their murder
anywhere in Christendom.

Turnbull, the second victim, who had been stabbed some
twenty times in the back, was buried in the foreign cemetery
with military honors on October 27, 1891.

A correspondence, almost too voluminous for place here, re-
lating to the methods of procedure to obtain the testimony of
the Baltimore's men, followed the letters exchanged with the
Intendente at the beginning of the difficulty. It was insisted
upon that, as the Baltimore's men did not understand Spanish,
they should be accompanied to court by an interpreter; that their
testimony should be given in their own language, a copy to be
furnished the Government for its consideration; that the men
were to be accompanied to the court by an officer of the Balti-
more and to be returned to the ship under the officer's cared to the islanden in daily anticipation of being. Hererom their fishing grounds nor tempted
